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Computing History at NPS, Part 2 
Computing has been a core component of NPS academics since the institution’s 
inception in 1909. Early calculating machines included mechanical integrators and 
electromechanical analyzers. NPS acquired its first computer, a Boeing Electronic 
Analog Computer (BEAC), after WWII. The photograph shows two students with the 
BEAC around 1953. 
Mathematics Department Chairman Randy 
Church guided NPS into the digital era in 
the 1950’s and, in 1960, the school 
acquired Seymour Cray’s first CDC 1604. 
This pioneering all-digital “supercomputer” 
was capable of about 100,000 
mathematical operations per second and 
had 32 kilobytes of memory 
Today, NPS’ Information Technology and 
Communication Services (ITACS) 
operates the Hamming supercomputer 
which can run nearly 30 trillion 
mathematical operations per second – 
about 1,000 times faster than a standard 
desktop computer and 300 million times 
faster than the CDC 1604. The Hamming 
can do in a second what the CDC 1604 
would have done in 9.5 years noted Dr. 
Jeff Haferman, director of the Hamming 
Supercomputing Center. 
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